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e to get on with the project.

Commlttee, shpped a paragraph mto the state
budget in the waning hours of the Legislature
barrmg use of state funds for “any commuter
.railpassenger facilities unless otherw1se espe-.
_ciallyappropriated” .

Opponents ofthe Love] oy hne mcludmg
state transportation board Chalrman David
Doss, immediately seized on that language -
asan unequlvocal signofthe “Leglslature s
mtent” that the Lovejoy line be halted. .

In an interview with The Atlanta Journal-
Constitutionlast week, board Vice Chalrman ,

~ Mike Evans agreed W1th Doss. “My opinion,
_based on what L know today, is that until we

get some direction from the General Assem-
blyon thts [the Love)oy lineis] essen’uaﬂy on

_hold” ,
Butinan Equal Tnne column on Tuesday s
. @1ssue pages Harbin directly oonttadtcted the

‘Lovejoy line.

clalm that the Leglslature had tned to hal’c the

“The truth, however, is snnple 2 Harbm

wiote, “In1t1a1 funding approved for commuter.

aillines will continue tobe avaﬂable for ap-

c ;provedpro;ects 2

‘Thetruthisthat the state share of fundmg

. for th Lovejoy project already hadbeenap-
tate Rep Ben Harbln (R Ev— .
ous o sasions, -making it exempt from Harbin’s
~ amendment. The truthisthat $87 millionin

_ federal funding earmarked for the project is sit-

the Legislature onatleast twoprevi-

ting idle while communities that have embraced
the line are kept waiting, The truthis that the

state attorney general’s officehasissuedan
_ informalruling echoing Harbin's statement that
- theparagraphi in questlon doesn’t apply to the .

Lovejoy line. ~
Evans, Doss and others who oppose the Love—

_joyline have everyright to make their case. But

they cannot continue hiding behind the Legis-
lature s petticoats, citing some false legislative
intent tousurp the will of their transportation
board colleagues, a majority of whom voted last
September to proceed with the project.

 —lLyleV. Harns forthe éditonal board .
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. issue, see the next page Al - ‘




